The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 38 H 37 N 7 O 2 , contains one half-molecule, situated on a twofold rotational axis, in which one amino group is involved in intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond and the two phenyl rings are twisted from the plane of pyrazolone ring by 26.69 (10) and 79.64 (8) . The crystal packing exhibits no classical intermolecular contacts.
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound and the DNA binding properties of its transition metal complexes, see: Yang et al. (2000) ; Wang & Yang (2005) . For the similar structure of (E,E)-3,3 0 -dimethyl-1,1 0 -diphenyl-4,4 0 -{(ethane-1,2-diyldiimino)bis[(2-furyl)-methylidyne]}di-1H-pyrazol-5(4H)-one, see: Wang (2010 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
The Schiff bases derivatives of 1-phenyl-3-methyl-4-benzoyl-5-pyrazolone (PMBP) and their metal complexes have been widely studied because of their high biological and pharmaceutical activities (Yang et al., 2000; Wang et al., 2005) . For our interest in coordination chemistry, the crystal structure of the title compound was determined by X-ray diffraction analysis.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains a half of the molecule situated on a twofold rotational axis. In the independent part of the molecule, one amino group is invloved in intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1) , and two phenyl rings are twisted from the plane of pyrazolone ring at 26.69 (10)° and 79.64 (8)°, respectively. The crystal packing exhibits no classical intermolecular contacts.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature (Wang et al., 2005) . 1.1 g (4 mmol) of PMBP were dissolved in EtOH (50 ml), and the EtOH solution containing diethylenetriamine (0.2 g, 2 mmol) was added dropwise. The mixture refluxed on a water bath for 4 h, then part of the solvent was removed on a rotary evaporator. After cooling to 273 K, a large amount of yellow precipitate separated out. Yellow block crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol /chloroform (1:1) solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å, and were treated as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq of the parent atom. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure shown with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Unlabelled atoms are related with the labelled ones by symmetry operation (-x, y, -z+1/2). 
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